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EX PARTE

SPOTLIGHT ON THE TEXAS CENTER STAFF
Marlon Drakes
     Marlon Drakes is the Associate Director of the Texas Center.  Marlon is from Trinidad and Tobago and came 
to the United States on a basketball scholarship to the University of Texas where he played under Coach Tom 
Penders and Coach Rick Barnes.  A� er receiving his B.A. in Kinesiology from the University of Texas in 2002, 
Marlon went on to earn a Master of Science degree in Educational Leadership from Southwest Minnesota State 
University in 2005.   Marlon came to the Texas Center in September 2010 from the Justice Court Training Center 
where he was the education manager.  As Associate Director Marlon handles the day to day administration of 
the Texas Center. 

Holly Doran
     � e Texas Center for the Judiciary’s Tra�  c Safety Grant is pleased to introduce Ms. Holly Doran as the newly 
appointed Program Director.  Holly is a native of Southern California; however, she now considers Austin home. 
She � rst moved to Austin to attend the University of Texas, where she played volleyball for the Longhorns and 
earned her B.A. in English.  Before joining the Texas Center for the Judiciary in December of 2010, Holly lived 
and worked in a variety of places including New Jersey, Washington D.C., and China. Having grown up with a 
mother who worked as a counselor for an alcohol and drug addiction treatment center, Holly takes a special in-
terest in the Tra�  c Safety Grant’s mission to reduce the number of alcohol-related fatalities in the State of Texas.  
She is looking forward to providing innovative and valuable training to judges and court sta�  across Texas. 

Courtney Gabriele
     Courtney Gabriele is currently the Program Attorney for the Texas Center for the Judiciary.  She is licensed to 
practice law by the State Bar of Texas and previously litigated with a boutique commercial litigation � rm located 
in Houston, Texas.  Ms. Gabriele earned her J.D. from the University of Houston Law Center in 2009 and served 
as an editor on the Houston Journal of International Law.  Prior to attending law school, she graduated summa 
cum laude from Lamar University with a B.S. in Political Science.  She was the recipient of the Lamar University 
Academic Excellence Scholarship and Jack Brooks Scholarship.  She is admitted to practice in the Northern and 
Southern districts of Texas. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS
EX PARTE

Annual Conference
September 9-12, 2012 | Westin Galleria | Houston

College for New Judges 
December 4-7, 2011 | Westin Austin at the Domain | Austin

Regional A
January 26-27, 2012 | JW Marriott | San Antonio | Regions 1, 4, 5, 8

Regional B
February 20-21, 2012 | Hyatt Hill Country | San Antonio | Regions 2, 3, 6, 7, 9

Family Violence
March 27 - 29, 2012 | Tremont House | Galveston

Texas College for Judicial Studies
April 9-11, 2012 | AT&T Executive Education and Conference 
Center | Austin

Actual Innocence
May 6-7, 2012 | Omni Hotel - Park West | Dallas
Criminal Justice Conference
May 7-9, 2012 | Omni Hotel - Park West | Dallas

Professional Development Program (PDP)
June 17-22, 2012 | Westin Austin at the Domain | Austin

College for New Judges 
DECEMBER 2011

Regional A
JANUARY 2012

FEBRUARY 2012

Family Violence
MARCH 2012

Texas College for Judicial Studies
APRIL 2012

Actual Innocence

Annual Conference

MAY 2012

JUNE 2012

SEPTEMBER 2012

SPOTLIGHT ON THE TEXAS CENTER STAFF

Implicit Bias
February 6-7, 2012 | Omni Hotel | Austin

DWI Court Team Training 
April 23-26, 2012 

Evidence Summit
May 29-31, 2012

Child Welfare Judicial Conference
June 4-6, 2012 | La Cantera | San Antonio

JULY 2012
DWI College for DWI Court Teams, ALJs, and SCOs 
July 30-August 1, 2012 | Omni Hotel | Austin

Beyond the Bench
October 2012 
Beyond the Bench

OCTOBER 2012

College     New Judgesfor

December 4-7, 2011
Westin | Austin, TX
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NEW BOARD MEMBERS

Chair-Elect
Alfonso Charles   District Judge    Longview   1st Region

Place 2
Justice Pat Pirtle   7th Court of Appeals   Amarillo   9th Region

Place 3
Judge Kelly Moore   District Judge    Brown� eld   9th Region

Place 4
Judge Robert Kern   District Judge    Richmond   2nd Region

JUDICIAL SECTION OF THE STATE BAR

TEXAS CENTER FOR THE JUDICIARY

Chair-Elect
Judge Linda Chew   District Judge    El Paso   6th Region

Secretary-Treasurer
Judge Maria Salas-Mendoza District Judge    El Paso   6th Region

Place 1
Justice Lee Gabriel   2nd Court of Appeals   Fort Worth   8th Region

Place 2
Justice James T. Campbell 7th Court of Appeals   Amarillo  9th Region

Place 3
Judge Randy Clapp   District Judge    Wharton   2nd Region

Place 8
Judge Eric Shepperd   County Court at law Judge  Austin    3rd Region

Place 9
Judge � omas A. Spieczny County Court at Law Judge  El Paso   6th Region

Place 10 
Judge David Peeples   Senior District Judge   San Antonio   4th Region
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HONOR ROLL

Hon. Christopher Antcli�   8th Court of Appeals    El Paso

Hon. Rolando Cantu   County Court at Law No. 7   Edinburg

Hon. Rebeca Huddle   1st Court of Appeals    Houston

Hon. Daniel Eric Kalenak  11th Court of Appeals    Eastland

Hon. Debra Ibarra May� eld  Civil Court at Law No. 1   Houston

Hon. Missy Medary   347th District Court    Corpus Christi

Hon. Amanda Doan Puttman  County Court at Law    Corsicana

Hon. Tom Rugg, Sr.   County Court at Law No. 1   Beaumont

Hon. James Rush   244th District Court Judge   Odessa

Hon. Steven Ray � omas  356th District Court    Kountze

Hon. Stephen Wren   County Court at Law No. 2   Bridgeport

Hon. John Youngblood  20th District Court     Cameron

Hon Rusty Ladd   County Court at Law #1   Lubbock

Hon. Jim Lovett   Retired Judge     Paris

Hon. R.E. � ornton   Senior District Judge    Weatherford

NEW JUDGES
as of October 31, 2011

IN MEMORIAM 
as of October 31, 2011
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SUPPORTERS

CONTRIBUTIONS IN HONOR
as of October 31, 2011

CONTRIBUTIONS IN MEMORY
as of October 31, 2011

Hon.  Donald Smyth in honor of Mrs. Lydia Smyth

Hon. � omas A. Spieczny in honor of Hon. Herb Cooper

Mr. and Mrs. Art Brender in memory of Hon. John Street

Hon. Wayne Bridewell and Mrs. Debbie Bridewell in memory of Hon. Bill Anderson

Hon. Robert Brotherton in memory of Hon. Rusty Ladd

Hon. Robert Brotherton in memory of Hon. Graham B. Purcell

Hon. David Mendoza in memory of Gibbs Spiller

Hon. Roger Je� rey Walker in memory of Hon. Scott Moore & Hon. John Street

LEVELS OF GIVING
as of October 31, 2011

2011-2012 

Hon. Alvin  Khoury              Hon. James T.  Campbell

BRONZE

CONTRIBUTORS

Hon. Dick Alcala

Hon. Wayne Bridewell

Hon. Robert Brotherton

Hon. Enrique  Fernandez

Hon. Eduardo A. Gamboa

Hon. William H. Heatly

Hon. Richard Mays

Hon. Albert McCaig

Hon. Bill Meier

Hon. Maria Salas-Mendoza

Hon. Lana  Myers

Hon. Robert  Newsom

Hon. Mickey Pennington

Hon. Leon F. Pesek, Jr.

Hon. Donald Pierson

Hon. Ronald R. Pope

Hon. Milton Gunn Shu�  eld
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SUPPORTERS

2010-2011 
DIAMOND

PLATINUM
Hon. Don Stricklin

GOLD

Hon. Gladys Oakley 

Hon. Leonel Alejandro

Hon. J.A. Bobo

Hon. � omas Culver

Hon. Guadalupe R. Flores

Hon. Jose Roberto Flores

Hon. Mike Hrabal

Hon. Claudia Laird

Hon. Sherry Radack

Hon. Dion Ramos

Hon. Robert  Christopher Wilmoth

SILVER

Hon. Bob Perkins

Hon. Neel Richardson

Hon. Dale Tillery

Hon. R.H. Wallace

Hon. Loyd Wright

Hon. Dick Alcala

Hon. James Birdwell

Hon. Robert Blackmon

Hon. Todd A. Blomerth

Hon. Robert Brotherton

Hon. Gary Butler

Hon. Kenneth DeHart

Hon. Glenn Devlin

Hon. Aida Salinas Flores

Hon. Tom Fuller

Hon. David D. Garcia

Hon. Robert Garza

Hon. Daniel Gilliam

Hon. Jack Hampton

Mr. Michael Henry

Hon. Gregory King

Hon. Michael LaHood

Hon. James Martin

Hon. Amy Meachum

Hon. Judy Parker

Hon. Carl Pendergrass

Hon. Nancy Berger

Hon. Ana Lisa Garza

Hon. Guy Gri�  n

Hon. Robert Ramirez

Hon. Israel Ramon, Jr.

Hon. Bonnie Robison

Hon. Douglas Robison

Hon. David Sanchez

Mr. Randall L. Sarosdy

Hon. Donald Smyth

Hon. Jerry D. Webber

BRONZE

Hon. Stephen B. Ables

Hon. George Allen

Hon. Robert S. Anchondo

Hon. Frank Andrews

Hon. A. D. Azios

Hon. Susan Patricia Baker

Hon. Robert Barton

Hon. Ogden Bass

Hon. Ron Blann

Hon. Charles Bleil

Hon. G. Timothy Boswell

Hon. William J. Boyce

Mr. &. Mrs. Art Brender

Hon. Gerald M. Brown

Hon. Robin Brown

Hon. Travis B. Bryan

Hon. Jay Burnett

Hon. Charles Butler

Hon. R. Jack Cagle

Hon. Paul Canales
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SUPPORTERS

BRONZE CONTINUED

Hon. Carlos Carrasco

Hon. Solomon Casseb, III

Hon. Randy Catterton

Hon. F. Alfonso Charles

Hon. Phil Chavarria

Hon. Patricia Chew

Hon. Linda Chew

Hon. Randy Clapp

Hon. Joe Clayton

Hon. Daryl Co� ey

Hon. B.F. Coker

Hon. Margaret Cooper

Hon. Lonnie Cox

Hon. Vann Culp

Hon. Robin Malone Darr

Hon. Rex Davis

Hon. Paul Davis

Hon. Jo-Ann De Hoyos

Hon. Sherill Dean

Hon. W. Edwin Denman

Hon. Brendan J. Doran

Hon. Vincent Dulweber

Hon. C.W. Duncan

Hon. M. Benton Eskew

Hon. Craig Estlinbaum

Hon. Drue Farmer

Hon. John Fleming

Hon. Anne L. Gardner

Hon. Gary Gatlin

Hon. David Gaultney

Hon. Ruben Gonzalez, Jr.

Hon. Aleta Hacker

Hon. Shane Hadaway

Hon. Buddie Hahn

Hon. David Hall

Hon. Kathleen A. Hamilton

Hon. Lee Hamilton

Hon. Mackey K. Hancock

Hon. Cheril Hardy

Hon. Richard David Hatch

Hon. Catharina Haynes

Hon. Sue Holland

Hon. Bill Hughes

Hon. Jean Spradling Hughes

Hon. Jack Hunter

Hon. John Jackson

Hon. Robert D. Jones

Hon. Joseph Patrick Kelly

Hon. Brenda P. Kennedy

Hon. Alvin Khoury

Hon. Larry B. Ladd

Hon. Monte Lawlis

Hon. John Lipscombe

Hon. Lora J. Livingston

Hon. Jose Longoria

Hon. Leticia Lopez

Hon. Ed Magre

Hon. Frank Maloney

Hon. Albert McCaig

Hon. Lamar McCorkle

Hon. Renee McElhaney

Hon. Ray McKim

Hon. David Mendoza

Hon. Donald Metcalfe

Hon. Lisa Michalk

Hon. Mike Miller

Hon. John Miller

Hon. Margaret Mirabal

Hon. Roy Moore

Hon. Robert Moore

Hon. John Hardy Morris

Hon. Victor H. Negron

Hon. Robert Newsom

Hon. Charles Nolen

Hon. Jesse Oliver

Hon. John Ovard

Hon. Lauren Parish

Hon. Tonya Parker

Hon. Bob Parks

Hon. Juan Partida

Hon. Robert Pate

Hon. Sam Paxson

Hon. Peter Peca

Hon. K. Kyle Peeler

Hon. Pete Perez

Hon. Lloyd Perkins

Hon. Donald Pierson

Ms. Rebecca Pitts

Hon. Richard S. Podgorski

Hon. Richard E. Price

Hon. Mark Price

Hon. Cecil G. Puryear

Hon. Charles Ramsay

J Hon. Jose� na Rendon

Hon. George Philip Robertson

Hon. Mary Roman
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SUPPORTERS

BRONZE CONTINUED
Hon. Dean Rucker

Hon. Jerry Sandel

Hon. Roland Dale Saul

Hon. William R. Savage

Hon. Daniel Schaap

Hon. Robert Scha� er

Hon. Carter T. Schildknecht

Hon. Bob Schulte

Hon. Ross Sears

Hon. Jerry Shackelford

Hon. Steve Smith

Hon. William Smith

Hon. � omas A. Spieczny

Hon. Je�  Steinhauser

Hon. Kathleen Stone

Hon. Cathleen Stryker

Hon. Timothy Sulak

Hon. Ralph Taite

Hon. Martha Tanner

Hon. Larry � orne

Hon. Roger Towery

Hon. Harold Towslee

Hon. Mary Ann Turner

Hon. Robert Updegrove

Hon. Phillip Vick

Hon. Joaquin Villarreal

Hon. Roger Je� rey Walker

Hon. Ralph Walton

Hon. Laura A. Weiser

Hon. Claude Welch

Hon. Carroll Wilborn

Hon. James Timothy Womack

Hon. Ronald Yeager

CONTRIBUTORS

Hon. Amado Abascal

Hon. Philip Barker

Hon. Laura Betancourt

Hon. Dan Bird

Hon. Jan Breland

Hon. William Brigham

Hon. Jack Carter

Hon. Elizabeth E. Coker

Hon. Carlton Dodson

Hon. Camile G. DuBose

Hon. Stephen Ellis

Hon. Harold Entz

Hon. Deborah Oakes Evans

Hon. David Farr

Hon. Enrique Fernandez

Hon. David Gonzales 

Hon. Nelva Gonzales Ramos

Hon. Monica Gonzalez

Hon. Randy Gray

Hon. David Wesley Gulley

Hon. Bonnie Hellums

Hon. Martha  Huerta

Hon. Jon Hughes

Hon. Oliver Kitzman

Hon. Paula Lanehart

Hon. Janet Leal

Hon. Gracie Lewis

Hon. John MacLean

Hon. Delwin McGee

Hon. F.B. “Bob” McGregor

Hon. Arturo Nelson

Hon. Kathleen Olivares

Hon. Michael Peden

Hon. Leon F. Pesek, Jr.
 
Hon. Putnam Kaye Reiter

Hon. W.F. Roberts

Hon. Rodney Satterwhite

Hon. Stella Saxon

Hon. Pamela Cook Sirmon

Hon. Charles Stephens

Hon. Ralph Strother

Mr. Jimmy Sutherland

Hon. George M. � urmond

Hon. Cli� ord James Vacek

Hon. Dibrell Waldrip

Hon. Al Walvoord

Hon. Tod Weaver

Hon. DarlenebWhitten

Hon. Greg Wilhelm

Hon. Sharen Wilson

Hon. W.G. Woods
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COMING SOON: 
NEW WEBSITE AND DATABASE

     � e Texas Center has been working hard to create a new, user-friendly website and it is almost here! � e new 
site will have advanced features so that each Judge will have easy access to his or her own pro� le. With the new 
website users can:

• View transcripts and up to date CJE hours
• Request credit for out of state conferences
• View the status of pending reimbursements
• Manage e-mail subscriptions to News Alerts, Opinion Alerts and more
• Register for conferences online
• Modify or cancel conference registration
• Update contact information

     � e website is currently undergoing beta testing and will be launched at the beginning of the year.

NEW RESOURCES FOR JUDGES
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NEW RESOURCES FOR JUDGES

TEXAS CENTER RESOURCES
Bench Books
Texas Bench Book

� e Texas Bench Book is a practical aid and quick reference for trial court judges in performing their judicial 
responsibilities. It contains a compilation of information by the Texas Center for the Judiciary's Bench Book 
Committee and Texas Tech School of Law. Texas trial court judges will � nd several resource formats, including 
checklists, sample scripts for hearings and trials, and guidelines. Note that the Texas Bench Book is not designed 
to dictate judicial procedures, but is meant to assist a trial court judge while on the bench.

Capital Cases Bench Book

� e Capital Cases Bench Book is written by Texas judges for the bene� t of Texas judges presiding over a capi-
tal trial. Judicial authors, Texas Wesleyan University School of Law, Texas Wesleyan Law Review editors, Texas 
Court of Criminal Appeals sta�  counsel, and the Texas Center for the Judiciary sta�  collaborated to write, proof, 
make suggestions, and edit the Capital Cases Bench Book.  It is reviewed and updated on-line under the super-
vision of the Texas Center for the Judiciary and through the collaborative e� orts of Texas judges and the Texas 
Wesleyan Law Review editorial sta� . Note that the Capital Cases Bench Book is not designed to dictate judi-
cial procedures, but is meant to assist capital case trial court judges. Judges presiding over capital cases should 
always double check the suggested substantive and procedural law for any changes in the law or unique di� er-
ences in the speci� c case over which they are presiding.

CPS Bench Book

Judges across the state now have access to essential information on child welfare law in a user-friendly, online 
CPS Bench Book. � e Bench Book, which is the � rst of its kind, allows judges to navigate the bench book like 
a website. It was authored by seasoned district and associate judges with dozens of years on the bench presid-
ing over CPS cases. � e book is designed to bene� t new judges and experienced judges alike. When researching 
with the Bench Book, a judge is able to search chronologically by event (e.g., investigations, removals, adversary, 
status, permanency, placement, � nal hearing, appeals, and adoption) and topically (ICPC, ICWA, Medical Care, 
or Permanency Care Assistance). � e information is set out in a simpli� ed format to facilitate real-time use 
from the bench. Or if further research is needed, all of the case law and statutory references are directly linked to 
Lexis/Nexis, free of charge. � rough the Texas Center for the Judiciary's website, the CPS Bench Book provides 
secure access to checklists, practice notes, national and statewide policies, and numerous links to helpful guide-
lines, forms and other websites.

Public Health Law Bench Book

� e purpose of this bench book is to serve as a guide for judges who evaluate public health control measures, 
such as quarantine and isolation, particularly in the face of a catastrophic event such as a pandemic � u. � e Tex-
as Constitution discusses Texas’ open courts policy, which is based on the importance of everyone having access 
to justice and to a day in court. � e likelihood that this important aspect of our society could be disrupted dur-
ing a public health emergency, such as a major hurricane or a more long-term emergency such as a pandemic 
� u, has led to the creation of this bench book and the forms included in its appendix. � is book brie� y lays out 
which laws govern during a public health emergency and what role the courts play in ensuring that the balance 
between public safety and individual rights is not forgotten.
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NEW RESOURCES FOR JUDGES

American Bar Association

� e ABA provides law school accreditation, continuing legal education, information about the law, programs to 
assist lawyers and judges in their work, and initiatives to improve the legal system for the public.

Employees Retirement System of Texas

Visit this website to review the JRS-II booklet which provides information regarding retirement bene� ts avail-
able to eligible justices, judges or commissioners of speci� ed courts in the State.

JERITT

� e Judicial Education Reference, Information and Technical Transfer (JERITT) Project is the national clearing-
house for information on continuing judicial branch education for judges and other judicial o�  cers; administra-
tors and managers; judicial branch educators; and other key court personnel employed in the local, state, and 
federal courts.

Judicial Committee on Information Technology

Judicial Ethics Opinions

� is section of the OCA website lists all the current opinions given by the Committee on Judicial Ethics.

O�  ce of the Attorney General, State of Texas

� e O�  ce of Court Administration

� e O�  ce of Court Administration (OCA) is a state agency that provides administrative support and technical 
assistance to all of the courts of Texas. � e agency was created in 1977 and operates under the direction of the 
chief justice of the Texas Supreme Court.

Out-of-State Meal and Lodging Rates

Traveling to a conference out-of-state? Find out how much is authorized for meals and lodging.

Secretary of State, Elections Division

State Commission on Judicial Conduct

� e 2010 State Commission on Judicial Conduct is the independent Texas state agency that is responsible for 

Family Violence Bench Book

Judicial Resources

� is bench book provides the Texas judiciary with a single, comprehensive reference for family violence law. 
In addition to identifying and organizing the relevant primary sources (state and federal statutes annotated 
with case law), the benchbook also takes advantage of current technology by providing hyperlinks to the online 
resources discussed in each chapter's comments section. It is a project of the O�  ce of Court Administration and 
funded with a grant from the Criminal Justice Division of the O�  ce of the Governor in conjunction with the 
U.S. Department of Justice O�  ce of Violence Against Women's STOP program.
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NEW RESOURCES FOR JUDGES

Court of Criminal Appeals Opinions 

Court of Criminal Appeals Summaries 2007-2008 

Family Violence Judicial Training Statute 

Procedures and Rules Revisions  

Rules of Judicial Education 

SCOTUSblog 

Texas Constitution 

Texas Registar 

Texas Rules of Appellate Procedures 

Texas Rules of Civil Procedure 

Texas Rules of Evidence

Texas Statutes

Texas Supreme Court Opinions 

Cornell Law School’s Legal Information Institute

� e site features the U.S. Code and state constitutions and codes, a collection of all recent opinions of the U.S. 
Supreme Court and state judicial opinions, overviews of various legal topics, and links to sites o� ering court 
decisions, statutes, regulations and other legal materials.

Federal 5th Circuit Opinions

Visit FindLaw’s searchable database of the 5th Circuit Court decisions since July 1997. Also, review an archive of 
Opinion Summaries since September 2000. Browsable by year and searchable by docket number, case title, and 
full text.

� ndlaw.com

� is website o� ers resources on general laws and various legal topic.

Case Law, Rules and Statutes

Legal Research

investigating allegations of judicial misconduct or judicial disability, and for disciplining judges.

Texas Courts Online



36

NEW RESOURCES FOR JUDGES
law.com

A comprehensive legal destination, law.com allows visitors to track breaking developments in the law, research 
issues and cases, explore nationwide job openings in the legal industry, and much more.

Texas Legislature Online

Indigent Defense Archives

Standardized Felony Judgment Forms

� e O�  ce of Court Administration, in collaboration with Texas criminal justice professionals, has prepared and 
promulgated the standardized felony judgment forms pursuant to Section 42.01 of the Texas Code of Criminal 
Procedure. E� ective 01/11/02.

Mechanisms of Injury in Childhood

Mechanisms of Injury in Childhood is now available on the Texas Center’s website. � is DVD resource utilizes 
sophisticated and detailed medical illustrations and animation as well as radiographs to demonstrate the loca-
tion, characteristics, and biomechanics of injuries in young children that involve internal structures (fractures, 
head injuries, abdominal injuries).  � is DVD provides a realistic demonstration of injury mechanisms that go 
well beyond the capabilities of the typical two-dimensional illustrations.  � e goal for users of the DVD is an im-
proved knowledge of injuries and � ndings in abuse cases, an understanding of the actual physical mechanisms of 
the injuries, and increased con� dence in the assessment and investigation of cases of suspected child abuse. � e 
DVD was produced by the UT Health Science Center under the direction of Dr. James D. Anderst, MD MSCI 
and Dr. Nancy D. Kellogg, MD and made possible by a grant from the Texas Children’s Justice Act program.

Publications

Associations, Institutes, & Agencies
ABA Family Law Section: Military Committee

Find the Military Committee’s Judges’ Guide to the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Civil Relief Act here.

Correctional Management Institute of Texas

� e Correctional Management Institute of Texas is responsible for developing and delivering professional devel-
opment training programs for personnel in juvenile and adult institutional and community corrections agencies.

Department of Information Resources

Judicial Family Institute

� e Judicial Family Insitute serves as a clearinghouse for judicial o�  cers and their families to be in contact with 
individual state and national judicial educational organizations for answers to questions that arise ranging from 
ethical issues to practical matters.

Judicial Section of the State Bar of Texas

� e Judicial Section of the State Bar of Texas
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NEW RESOURCES FOR JUDGES

National Association of Women Judges

Founded in 1979, NAWJ is a non-pro� t organization with more than 1,400 members, including both female and 
male judges, from every state and all levels of the judiciary. � e association's mission is to provide strong, com-
mitted judicial leadership to improve the administration of justice and to ensure fairness, gender equality and 
diversity in American courts.

National Center for State Courts

Founded in 1971 by U.S. Chief Justice Warren E. Burger, the National Center for State Courts (NCSC) is a non-
pro� t organization that promotes justice through leadership and service to the state courts. � rough numerous 
programs and divisions, the NCSC is committed to improving the administration of justice in the United States 
and abroad.

National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges

� e National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges is dedicated to serving the nation's children and 
families by improving the courts of juvenile and family jurisdictions. Our mission is to better the justice system 
through education and applied research and improve the standards, practices and e� ectiveness of the juvenile 
court system.

� e National Judicial College

Since 1963, � e National Judicial College has provided educational and professional development opportunities 
to over 58,000 judges worldwide. From limited jurisdiction judges to U.S. Supreme Court justices, attendees from 
all areas of the judicial system have bene� ted from the very best in judicial education o� ered at the College.

State Bar of Texas

� e State Bar of Texas is an administrative agency of the judicial branch in Texas. Every licensed attorney is a 
member of the State Bar, which provides a wide array of services to its members and the public.

State of Texas

� e State of Texas website is intended to serve as the o�  cial compilation of Texas government electronic re-
sources, both at the state and local levels, and as an index of Texas governmental or taxing authority web sites 
and services.

Texas Access to Justice Commission

� e Supreme Court of Texas created the Texas Access to Justice Commission to coordinate services for people 
who need legal help but may not be able to a� ord it or � nd it. � e Commission’s goals include reducing barriers 
to the justice system and increasing resources and funding for Legal Aid.

Texas Association for Court Administration (TACA)

TACA is organized to encourage and promote continuing education and maintenance of professional standards 
for Court Administration in the State of Texas.



38

NEW RESOURCES FOR JUDGES

� e Texas Association of District Judges (TADJ)

Texas CASA

Texas CASA advocates for abused and neglected children in the court system through the development, growth 
and support of local CASA programs.

Texas Department of Criminal Justice

Texas Ethics Commission

Texas Lawyer Press

Texas Lawyers for Children

Texas Lawyers for Children provides statewide assistance to judges and attorneys who handle child abuse and ne-
glect cases. TLC's mission is to improve case outcomes for abused and neglected children by enhancing the quality 
of legal services they receive.

Texas State Cemetery

� e Texas State Cemetery serves as the burial ground for Texas' most notable sons and daughters. � e Cemetery 
includes the graves of 11 Governors, three Lieutenant Governors, two American Revolutionary War veterans, 64 
Republic of Texas veterans, and 2,200 Confederate veterans and their spouses.

Texas Statutes

� ese � les include revisions to the Texas Statutes through the 81st Regular Session of the Texas Legislature.

Texas Trial Lawyers Association


