Status Report: Texas College for Judicial Studies 

Dear Judge,

 	As I signed the last of the certificates for our eighth graduating class, and having just returned from the 2011 annual meeting of the National Association of State Judicial Educators (NASJE), I thought you might be interested in how the Texas College for Judicial Studies has been received by you and your peers, as well as national educators. National educators continued their interest in our College and some have indicated a continued interest in trying to copy our innovative efforts “if only they had the budget.”

	Our College was developed after much discussion by past Curriculum and Long Range Planning Committees and at Texas Center for the Judiciary board retreats. I brought some parts of our final plan to Texas from a 1999 NASJE National Summit on education. It was not until 2002, however, that we were able to finally find funding and offer our first class.  The program was unique both in design and the commitment required by judges.  Our first class graduated in 2004. 

Initially, all those involved agreed that if 30% of Texas judges participated, the program would be a success. Today, over 50% of our eligible judges have enrolled in the College.  Nine judges have graduated with second majors, many others are working to complete theirs, and some have even begun to work on a third major.  This success and satisfaction with the College is also reflected in the evaluations, with the program receiving an average rating of 4.6 out of 5.0 during the first nine years of its existence.  In 2011, the College received a rating of 6.7 out of 7.0. 

	Having read every evaluation since the beginning, I know your suggestions have directed the advancement of the College.  One of those ideas became a policy when ten seats, or 10% of the participants for a College program, whichever is larger, were reserved for alumni to insure their ability to maintain their status.  We are pleased to report that over 90% of judges who have graduated have elected to return to the College in order to maintain alumni status.  

	It is you and your commitment to this College and your willingness to spend three years in additional judicial education that professional educators find so remarkable.  Thank you for creating this success which you can be proud of and which has earned the respect of others outside of Texas.

	I look forward to seeing you in Austin, April 9-11, 2012, at our next College.

All the best,
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