
March 22-24, 2010
The Wyndham Tremont Hotel

Galveston, Texas
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Family Violence, Sexual Assault, and 
Child Abuse and Neglect

Texas Center for the Judiciary
presents

c o n f e r e n c e



CONFERENCE OVERVIEW
The Family Violence Conference (Family Violence, Sexual Assault, and 

Child Abuse and Neglect) is designed to meet the family violence education 
needs of Texas judges. Funded by a grant from the Texas Court of Criminal 
Appeals and developed by the Texas Center for the Judiciary’s Curriculum 
Committee, this program satisfies the requirements of Texas Government 
Code §22.110: Judicial Instruction Related to Family Violence, Sexual Assault, 
and Child Abuse and Neglect. It is intended to improve court responses in 
family violence cases by helping judges rule more confidently on evidentiary 
issues and areas including protective orders, judgments, and sentencing.

If you are a county court at law judge, family court judge, associate judge, 
or general jurisdiction judge and you hear pretrial or trial aspects of cases 
involving family violence issues in a civil or criminal setting, this program will 
be of immeasurable value to you. For their attendance, judges will earn 9 
hours of CJE and Family Violence credits, including 1.75 Ethics credit hours.

Enrollment is limited. Only 125 participants will be accepted, with slots for 
100 active judges, 17 associate and 8 assigned judges. Assigned judges who 
have attended this conference in the past two years will NOT be accepted.

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS
The Family Violence Conference will be held March 22-24, 2010, in 

Galveston at: 

Wyndham Tremont House
2300 Ships Mechanic Row

Galveston, Texas 77550

Monday, March 22, 2010
4:00 – 5:00 pm	 Registration 

Tuesday, March 23, 2010
8:30 – 9:30 am	
Understanding Today’s Families: 
The More You Know, the More You Can Help
This session centers on the demographic changes in the family over 
recent decades and the societal implications of those changes, including 
the father’s role in low-income, unmarried-parent families. [0.5 Ethics]
Faculty:  Dr. Cynthia Osborne 

9:45 – 10:45 am
Power and Control:  Using the Legal System
This session explores the ways perpetrators can access and use the legal 
system to gain and maintain control of their victims. 
Faculty:  Hon. Kathleen Hamilton

11:00 am – Noon 
Intimate Partner Violence and Victim Autonomy
An act of violence perpetrated by one partner, or “batterer,” against 
the other, “the victim,” in an intimate relationship is often only one 
component in a system of coercive, intimidating, and violent behaviors 
used to control the victim. The violence causes–or likely will cause–a 
significant gap in power between the batterer and the victim and severely 
compromises the victim’s autonomy. Participants in this course will 
gain insight into the complex issues of violence within intimate partner 
relationships, including the intent of the batterer, the meaning of the act 
to the victim, and the effect of the act on the victim. 
Faculty:  Ms. Loretta Frederick 

1:00 – 4:30 pm 	
Considerations and Strategies in Working with High Conflict Families
As a judge, how do you handle the anger of the litigants standing before 
you? Can you make an assessment of family violence from the bench? 
Learn practical, hands-on tips for the courtroom, like how to keep 
litigants focused on the issues when their attorneys are unable to, and 
how to deal with people who stand to lose their money, children, pride, 
social standing, etc., in divorce proceedings. Learn what questions and 
observations will help discern the truth. [0.75 Ethics]
Faculty:  Hon. David Finn

Wednesday, March 24, 2010
8:30 – 9:30 am 
When Worlds Collide:  Coordination of Family and Criminal Courts  
With increased caseloads in both family and criminal courts involving the 
same family, effective communication is vital to assuring coordination 
between the courts. Currently, communication between the two systems 
is problematic, at best. This is especially true in family court when 
dealing with protective orders and conditions set in the criminal case. 
This presentation explores the issues and addresses ways to improve 
communication. [0.25 Ethics]
Faculty:  Hon. Michael Denton

9:45 – 10:45 am
Children in the Courtroom  
Child victims and witnesses have different needs and face unique 
challenges as they move through our complex justice systems. These 
differences are particularly important when the process involves testifying 
in court. This session provides an overview of those challenges: the role 
the local children’s advocacy center plays in coordinating the investigation 
and prosecution of these cases in civil and criminal justice systems; the 
purpose of the CAC forensic interview; and the potential role of forensic 
interviewers in court. The session also includes a brief background on 
the CAC model and mission and an overview of intervention and family 
advocacy services provided by CACs prior to children going to court.
Faculty:  Ms. Joy Rauls 

11:00 am – Noon
Technology:  A Weapon or a Shield   
Our society has seen amazing technological advances that have made 
our lives easier. However, in the domestic violence arena, technology has 
heightened the risks for survivors. Abusers simply adapt to the changes to 
gain power and control in their relationships. On the upside, technology 
facilitates a wide range of possibilities and help for survivors. This session 
provides an overview of how technology can be used safely and how 
abusers misuse technology to further harm their victims. 
Faculty:  Ms. Jeana Lungwitz

Noon – Conference Adjourned

EXPENSES & REIMBURSEMENT
The single occupancy room rate for the Wyndham Tremont House is $85 

per night, single occupancy. 

Once you have been accepted into the program, 
the Texas Center will make your room reservation for you 

but will require your credit card info to guarantee it. 
We will also require your arrival and departure dates. 

The Texas Center will reimburse out-of-town participants for other 
expenses in accordance with state travel regulations, i.e., economy airfare or 
mileage at the rate of 50 cents per mile (per Mapquest calculations) for travel 
by personal automobile. Reimbursement for rental cars, personal expenses, 
or tips is not authorized under grant regulations or Texas Center policy. The  
Wyndham Tremont House offers valet parking only; therefore, participants 
may request reimbursement for valet parking for this conference.

Under the Court of Criminal Appeals grant and in accordance with state 
travel regulations, receipts are required for lodging, taxi, parking, shuttle 
service, and airline tickets. Effective September 2007, third-party Internet 
booking receipts, such as Expedia and Travelocity, are not valid receipts and 
therefore will not be reimbursed. Internet booking receipts direct from the 
service provider (e.g., Southwest Airlines, Hilton Hotels) are valid and will be 
reimbursed.

If you have questions, please contact the Texas Center for the Judiciary at 
(512) 482-8986, or toll free at (800) 252-9232.

Conference Fee
Please detach this page and enclose in an envelope with your payment. Make your check payable to “Texas Center for the Judiciary.” Mail to: Texas Center 

for the Judiciary, 1210 San Antonio, Suite 800, Austin, TX 78701. Or FAX your registration form to: (512) 469-7664. For questions, please call (512) 482-8986 or 
toll-free (800) 252-9232. 

The conference registration deadline is February 22, 2010. No conference fee refunds issued after March 19, 2010. Room cancellations must be made 
through the Texas Center no less than 72 hours before the conference begins (or before 3:00 pm on Friday, March 19) or your credit card will be charged.

Fee*
Registration Fee $55

* The registration fee, though voluntary, pays for expenses not covered by the Court of Criminal Appeals grant.

This conference is limited to 125 participants!

                    To expedite your registration, please print or type this form 
                      as completely and accurately as possible.

Full Name 								        	 Bar Card Number 					   

Court 																              

Mailing Address															             

City/State/Zip 															             

Phone					     	 Cell					     	 Fax 				  

E-mail 																              

Preferred First & Last Name for Badge 												         

  Special Needs: Please inform us of any special dietary needs or needs related to sight, hearing, or physical mobility.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Reminder: Once you are accepted, the Texas Center will make your room reservation for you but will 
require your credit card info, along with your arrival and departure dates, to guarantee it.

For office use only:

Check #__________________ Amount $________________ Check Date_______________ PM_______________

To guarantee your room reservation and/or pay your conference fee by credit card, 
complete the following and fax to:  512.469.7664.

Credit Card:		   AMEX      		    MasterCard     	         Visa      	   Discover 

Please use my credit card to (check all that apply):  

		   Pay my conference fee  	      Guarantee my room reservation

						               Hotel Arrival Date_________  Hotel Departure Date________

Credit Card #					                                           	                 Exp.				  

Billing Address									                         	                         	

Signature									             	                                     	

PROGRAM SCHEDULE

Conference 
Registration Form

March 22-24, 2010 | Galveston, Texas
v iolence

c o n f e r e n c e


